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    And, what do you want to be when 
you grow up? 
    “I want to be the President of the 
United States,” says Mable Williams, 
a fifth grader at Thayer Elementary on 
Fort Leonard Wood.
    She’s smart, articulate, confident, a 
team player, a leader and very serious 
about the pursuit of her dream. 
    So serious, in fact, that she wrote to 
President Barack Obama asking him for 
advice on how to reach her long-term 
goal. 
    While her fellow 11- and 12-year-old 
students have their sights set on being 
bakers, architects, doctors, lawyers, 
firefighters and soldiers, Williams wants 
to be the nation’s leader.
    “She’s a natural leader and is a model 
citizen,” says Raquel DeSouza, one 

of her teachers at Thayer. “I think she 
would make an outstanding candidate 
for the 2044 election, and that’s what 
this lesson is all about – preparing now 
for the future you want to have.” 
    College and career readiness is one 
of the Waynesville R-VI’s priorities 
and at Thayer Elementary, fifth graders 
work hard to select a job that will suit 
their personalities and interests well 
into the future.  During their multi-step 
career project, students first determine 
what they want to be when they grow 
up, they interview someone about their 
preferred career field, research how 
much money they will make and then 
pick their future homes and cars and the 
number of children they will have based 
on their income.  

Thayer student receives 
letter from President Obama
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Fifth grader Mable Williams holds up the photograph and letter she received from 
President Barack Obama after writing to him that she wants to be president one 
day. Williams wrote the letter during a college and career readiness lesson led by 
teachers Raquel DeSouza and Bruce Kimball and counselor Karen Crawford. 

WMDS students 
work to create 
memorial quilt
    Waynesville Middle School Club 
TIGER students are creating a Tribute 
Memorial Day Quilt to present to 
the Fort Leonard Wood Garrison 
Command.  
    To remember the fallen, members of 
the “Patch It Up” Club have been on 
FLW inviting soldiers to sign the names 
of their fellow soldiers who have given 
the ultimate sacrifice while fighting for 
their country. The tribute squares will 
then be pieced together to form the 
quilt. 
    Spearheading the effort is the “Patch 
It Up” Club (a Club TIGER’s club), 
led by Katrine Nielsen, an AmeriCorps 
member. Patch It Up’s students recently 
toured Fort Leonard Wood’s Memorial 
Park and the U.S. Army Engineer 
Museum.  
    “Touring the Memorial Park and 

CSM Kenneth Kraus Jr., CBRN School 
Regimental Command Sergeant 
Major, pauses for a moment after 
writing CSM Jerry Lee Wilson’s name 
on a tribute square.  Wilson died on 
Nov. 23, 2003, in Iraq.
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    As part of her research into the 
position, Williams wrote to the 
President asking him about being 
president and what it takes to reach it. 
When she received a reply in March, 
she was thrilled. The letter stated, in 
part, “… make sure you pay attention in 
class and study, because education is the 
foundation for achievement.” The letter 
ended with “If you remember to give 
back to your community and chase your 
dreams with passion, I have confidence 
you will do big things – you might even 
sit in the Oval Office someday!”
    Her counselor, Karen Crawford, who 
also assisted with project, says, “I think 
it’s impressive that a fifth grader who 
dreams of being the President of the 
United States took the initiative to write 
our current President and ask him for 
advice.” 
    By choosing the career of President 
of the United States, Williams learned 
one thing: that she did not have to worry 
about a mortgage or house payment, but 
she would not get to choose the house 
she lived in.  
    “There’s a white one at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, 
D.C., just for that purpose,” says Bruce 
Kimball, who also taught part of the 
lesson. “And, wouldn’t it be something 
if I am still around in 2045 and can 
make a trip to D.C. to catch up with 
a former student? That’s what I love 
about teaching; you can help students 
set goals and reach their dreams.” 
      To read the President’s response in 
its entirty, click here.

President
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resources for students with special needs
    Acting upon the invitation of their 
children, Waynesville High School 
parents met with local community 
agencies to learn about resources to 
help their students with special needs 
transition to “Life after WHS.”
    “We want to help our students 
transition to work and connect with 
organizations that can help them in 
that process,” says Britton DuBose, 
special education process coordinator at 
WHS. “This was a perfect opportunity 
for parents to ask questions and get 
connected to the organizations that can 
help students achieve their goals after 
high school.”
    Students advocated for their parents 
to attend the “Life After WHS” event.
    “Our students were very proactive,” 
DuBose says. “They made the 
invitations and made desserts for their 
parents.” 
    In addition, students served soup, 
desserts and tea to their parents.  
    The transition team included WHS 
faculty and staff and representatives of 
these groups:  Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Choices for People, Pulaski County 
Board of the Handicapped, Pulaski 
County Sheltered Workshop and Easter 
Seals.
    Beyond this one evening, WHS offers 
a new transition to post secondary 
careers course. Nineteen local 
businesses participate in the program 
that places students with special needs 
in internships. 

    “For a couple of our students, it has 
already turned into a direct school-to-
work program,” DuBose says. “Three 
of our students are fully employed as 
a result of our post secondary careers 
course and that’s so rewarding for our 
students and for the businesses. It’s a 
win-win for everyone.”  

WHS students served their families 
during the Life After WHS event. 

Family members learn about local 
resources available for students with 
special needs after high school.

Students with special needs made 
the desserts and served their parents 
dinner at the Life After WHS event.

the Engineer Museum helped the 
students have an educational and 
emotional connection with what 
they are doing,” says Kimberly 
Williams, school liaison specialist 
with the FLW Child, Youth and 
School (CYS) Services Division, 
Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation.  
    CSM Tyson Goolsby, the FLW 
Garrison Command Sergeant 
Major, has also assisted with the 
project. The quilt will be presented 
to the Garrison Command on May 
26 at Woodworks in the Pershing 
Community Center. 

Col. Jay Reckard, Chief of Staff, signs the 
name of CPT Jason McMahon who died on 
Sept. 5, 2010, while serving during Operation 
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 

Quilt
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    The Waynesville Tiger Battalion 
JROTC Raider Team took 1st place in 
the Fredericktown Raider Meet.    
    WHS cadets also won 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd place overall in the male and 
female category for fitness test: Alex 
Shick and Steaphie Trudell were 1st; 
Konnor Delk and Salenna Hedgepath 
were 2nd; and Eli Blashford and Danny 
Medina were 3rd overall.
    WHS cadets, Alex Wortley and 
Danny Medina, also won the Ultimate 
Male and Female Raider Competition.

JROTC takes 
1st at meet 

http://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib07/MO01910216/Centricity/Domain/898/President%20Obama%20Letter.pdf


    Waynesville High School yearbooks 
(all in color!) are on sale now through 
a website called “yearbookforever.
com” (select Waynesville Senior High 
School) until April 24; those who 
purchase by April 10 will receive a 
bonus supplement. 
    Yearbooks start at $60, a reduced 
price made possible thanks to yearbook 
ad sponsors. Those who purchase a 
book by April 10 will also receive a free 
autograph supplement. 
    “Technology changes over time, but 
a hard back book remains with students 
for the rest of their lives,” says Ward, 
adding that this year’s WHS yearbook 
staff has set some lofty goals to make 
this book even more impressive.  
    “We are attempting to get every 
student into the yearbook at least three 
times,” says editor-in-chief Kelsey 
Blink.  “At a school our size, this is a 
difficult task, but it is something the 
staff wants to do.”
    For just the second time in the 
book’s history, the 2014-15 yearbook 
will feature cloud technology, which 
links still photos in the book to short 
videos online. This year, students who 
purchase a yearbook by April 10 will 

receive a 16-page autograph supplement 
for free. The supplement will arrive 
in May in time for students to gather 
signatures of their fellow students and 
teachers. 
    “Years ago, the student body voted 
to have the book come out in August 
so that the entire year could be in one 
book. Otherwise, we have to stop 
production in January,” Ward says.  
“The students want all of the spring 
sports and graduation in the book, so 
the yearbook delivers in August.  But 
the supplement will make it possible to 
get autographs before we go home for 
the summer.”     
    The staff also is attempting to 
correctly identify and correctly spell 
each name, each time it appears in the 
yearbook.
    “This sounds like it would be an easy 
thing, but it isn’t. With 1,550 students 
and their names appearing three times, 
that’s a minimum of 4,650 names to 
check. Consequently, we are learning 
that it is the process of putting together 
the yearbook that matters,” says Blink.  
“This is my fourth year working on the 
yearbook, and each year we take steps 
to improve the process which, in turn, 

makes the product better.”     
    “My staff has been working hard,” 
says Blink.  “They set lofty goals and 
have ambitious layout ideas. If anyone 
is on the fence about buying a book, 
they can visit our Facebook page or 
webpage to see what we are doing.  I 
am proud of what we are doing.” 
    For more information, go to http://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/.

WHS yearbook staff works to get students in 3 times

Multicultural Night was held at Partridge Elementary on March 26 with parents and staff presenting information and crafts 
from around the world in special classes. Partridge’s students – including 56 students who participate in the English as a 
Second Language program – and their parents come from a variety of countries around the world such as Germany, Iraq, 
Russia, Italy, Korea, Brazil, Puerto Rico and Kenya. Multicultural night provided an opportunity for volunteers to share their 
culture with students in grades two through five. Following the international classes, parents joined their students for a 
dinner with dishes prepared by parents that featured food from around the world.  It was a great time to learn about and enjoy 
other cultures; however, for those less adventurous with their food choices, there was pizza.



    The Waynesville R-VI School District 
will host its annual “Pageant of the 
Bands” at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 
in the Waynesville High School Gym.     
The public is invited. Admission is free. 
    The concert will feature the 
Waynesville Middle School Advanced 
Band, the Waynesville High School 
Concert Band and Wind Ensemble 
and the 399th Army Band from Fort 
Leonard Wood.  
    Attendees will be able to hear band 
music performed from the second 
and third year band students to the 
professional musicians from the 399th.  
As a special feature this year, all the 
bands will combine for a final selection.  

Wizard of Oz

    Melissa Childs, a technology 
integration specialist at Freedom, was 
named the Teacher of the Quarter 
through the Project Teach Recognition 
Program sponsored by Sellers-Sexton. 
    Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton 
presented Childs with a $100 stipend 
during the March Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education meeting. Sellers-
Sexton, which recognizes teachers 
who have designed creative classroom 
learning projects, selected Childs for 
her project, Freedom TV. 
    Freedom TV – the new club at 
Freedom – produces “Free TV,” 
a bi-weekly 
broadcast for 
students and 
teachers. The 
broadcasts are put 
together entirely 
by students and 
their enthusiasm is 
contagious.  
    As Robert, one 
of the students, 
says, “We all have 
an important part 
to play.” 
    When asked 
what they liked 
most, students 

shared the following. Kyle said that 
he likes working together with other 
kids. Abigail enjoys sharing important 
information about her school and the 
cool things going on in the country. 
Lydia likes learning things about her 
school and community. Amelia enjoys 
using some “really cool technology” 
and seeing students from other wings 
that she normally wouldn’t get to see. 
    Childs, Jill Mantle, remedial reading 
specialist, and Rachel Rodriguez, a 
fourth grade teacher, together developed 
Free TV.  

    Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
delivered praises to the Freedom 
Elementary staff during his Super 
Session at the end of March.
    Henry praised the team for: 
    – Freedom TV, an innovative club 
at Freedom that produces “Free TV,” 
a bi-weekly broadcast for students and 
teachers. (See the related article on this 
page.)
     – Data team process and for the work 
they are doing during PLC time that 
truly keeps the best interests of students 
at the forefront. Teachers are analyzing 
data and discussing instructional 
strategies to improve student learning. 
    – PBS Gold Award. For the first 
time since opening its doors, Freedom 
Elementary achieved the PBS Gold 
award last summer. 

Henry praises Freedom for 
tv club, data teams, PBS

Top right, Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, 
visits with Freedom staff before school 
on March 27. At right, Student Logan 
Rehm tells the superintendent about his 
experiences at Disney World.  

Childs named teacher of quarter

Henry especially praised the 
PBS team – asking them to 
stand – and all teachers and staff 
for working hard to achieve this 
award. The PBS team meets 
weekly to analyze attendance 
data, plan, discuss and solve 
problems. Freedom Elementary 
has been and continues to be one of the best 
in the state in the implementation of PBS. 
    Stepping out of his role as superintendent 
for a moment and into his role as a parent, 
Henry praised the Love of Reading program 
and the teachers, noting how his daughter 
Mary enjoys reading more now than ever. 

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton poses with Melissa Childs, 
Rachel Rodriguez  and other Free TV crew members. 

    Waynesville High School students 
will present the play, the “Wizard of 
Oz,” at 7 p.m. on April 16, 17 and 18 
and at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 19 at the 
WHS Auditorium.  
    Admission is $3 for children, $4 
for faculty/staff and $5 for the general 
public.

Pageant 
of Bands is 
April 7 at WHS



Waynesville Career 
Center students received 
24 gold medals, 30 
silver medals and 23 
bronze medals on Feb. 
25 during the South 
Central SkillsUSA District 
ceremony at the Cowan 
Civic Center in Lebanon, 
Mo. The students 
competed in written, skill 
and leadership events 
throughout February 
to earn the 77 medals. 
Students earning gold 
and silver in a skill event 
and gold, silver or bronze 
in a leadership or written 
event can advance to 
the state competition. 
Results from the Missouri 
SkillsUSA state contest, 
held at State Technical 
College of Missouri, 
will be announced in a 
forthcoming issue of 
Tiger Tails. 

    Ten of the 14 students enrolled 
in the video production program at 
Waynesville Career Center earned 
at least one medal at the Missouri 
SkillsUSA state conference held March 
26-28 at Missouri State Technical 
College in Linn, Mo. 
    Contests included creating a short 
film, producing a live newscast, making 
a promotional video, a 3-minute radio 
production and a written exam. 
    Waynesville’s two teams swept 
first and second place in the digital 
cinema contest for their short movies 
incorporating the theme, “the madness.” 
Senior Bradley Duncan and junior 
Tatym Brown took home the gold 
medal, while seniors Dylan Lorenzen 
and Robert (RJ) Harbison took silver.  
    “The results of the competition 
show not only the student’s creative 
and technical abilities but also their 
dedication,” says Tim Wallace, WCC’s 
video production instructor. “Both 
teams spent several days over spring 
break working on their films. Their hard 
work has truly paid off and I couldn’t 
be more proud of my students.” 
    Duncan and Brown will represent 

WCC students 
earn 77 medals

Missouri at the SkillsUSA National 
Leadership and Skills conference June 
22-26 in Louisville, Ky.
    Video Production junior Catherine 
(Cat) Kristek was elected to a Missouri 
SkillsUSA state officer and will attend 
the national conference as well. 
    “This is a huge honor and I am so 
excited for Cat,” Wallace says. “Cat is 
a phenomenal student in my class and 
I can’t think of a more qualified and 
capable student to serve on Missouri’s 
SkillsUSA student leadership team.” 
    Additional winners from the WCC 
video production program include:
    • 3rd place: television/video 
production: Senior Jacob Scott and 
Junior Jacob Tromblee.
    • 3rd place: broadcast news 
production: Seniors Andrew Abram 
and Chelsea Whetstone, Juniors Jordan 
Hinchman and Catherine Kristek.
    • 2nd place: television production 
technical information written exam: 
Junior Catherine Kristek
    • 3rd place: television production 
technical information written exam: 
Seniors Robert Harbison and Chelsea 
Whetstone (tie).

Digital cinema medalists 1st place: 
Bradley Duncan and Tatym Brown. 
2nd place: Dylan Lorenzen and Robert 
Harbison

10 video students earn state medals

Above, 
broadcast 
news 3rd place: 
medalists 
Jordan 
Hinchman, 
Catherine 
Kristek, 
Chelsea Whetstone and Andrew 
Abram. At right, TV/video production 
3rd place: medalists Jacob Tromblee 
and Jacob Scott


